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GERUNDS AND IN?NITIVES Manual

Gerunds And In?nitives

Gerunds and In?nitives: Mastering Their Use in English

Gerunds and in?nitives often puzzle learners of English because they both can
function

as nouns but follow di?erent rules and nuances. Understanding when to use a gerund (the
-ing form of a verb acting as a noun) versus an in?nitive (the "to" + base form of a verb) is
key to sounding natural and ?uent. This article will walk you through the basics, common
patterns, and useful tips to con?dently navigate gerunds and in?nitives in your writing

and speaking.

What Are Gerunds and In?nitives?

At the heart of many English sentences, gerunds and in?nitives act like nouns ? they can
be subjects, objects, or complements.

A **gerund** is a verb + -ing that behaves like a noun. For example, in the sentence
"Swimming is fun,” the word "swimming" is a gerund acting as the subject. Gerunds often
refer to activities or general actions.

An **in?nitive** is the base form of a verb preceded by "to," such as "to swim." In "I like to
swim," the in?nitive "to swim" serves as the object of the verb "like." In?nitives can
express purpose, intentions, or hypothetical situations.

Gerunds: Using Verbs as Nouns
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Gerunds are incredibly versatile. They can:

Function as the subject of a sentence:

*?Jogging every morning helps my health.?*

Serve as the object of certain verbs:

*?She enjoys reading historical novels.?*

Appear after prepositions:

*?They talked about moving to a new city.?*

Because gerunds are formed by adding -ing, it?s important not to confuse them with
present participles, which also end in -ing but serve di?erent grammatical purposes (like
forming continuous tenses).

In?nitives: Expressing Purpose and Possibility

In?nitives often express the reason behind an action or a potential action. They can:
Act as the subject or object:

*?To learn a new language takes time.?*

*?He wants to travel the world.?*

Appear after adjectives to add explanations:

*?1t?s important to study regularly.?*

Show purpose:

*?She went to the store to buy groceries.?*

Being aware of these roles helps in deciding whether to use a gerund or an in?nitive in

various contexts.
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When to Use Gerunds vs. In?nitives

One of the trickiest aspects of English is that some verbs are followed by gerunds, some
by in?nitives, and some by both with changes in meaning. Here are some guidelines to
help you choose correctly.

Verbs Commonly Followed by Gerunds

Some verbs are typically followed by gerunds because they describe activities or
preferences. Examples include:

enjoy

avoid

consider

?nish

mind

suggest

For example:

*?1 enjoy cooking.?*

*?She avoided answering the question.?*

Verbs Commonly Followed by In?nitives

Other verbs are followed by in?nitives, often relating to desires, intentions, or decisions.
These include:

decide
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hope

plan

want

promise

learn

For example:

*?They decided to leave early.?*

*?He promised to help.?*

Verbs That Change Meaning With Gerunds and In?nitives
Some verbs can be followed by either a gerund or an in?nitive, but the meaning changes
depending on which form you use. The most common examples are:
*Remember**

Gerund: *?1 remember locking the door.?* (recollecting a past action)
In?nitive: *?Remember to lock the door.?* (don?t forget to perform the action)
**Sop**

Gerund: *?She stopped smoking.?* (quit the habit)

In?nitive: *?She stopped to smoke.?* (paused another activity to smoke)

AT pyrx

Gerund: *?Try restarting your computer.?* (experiment with an action)
In?nitive: *?Try to restart your computer.?* (make an e?ort to do something

di?cult)
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Gerunds and In?nitives After Prepositions

A key di?erence is that when a verb follows a preposition, it almost always takes the
gerund form. For example:

*?She is interested in learning new skills.?*

*?They left without saying goodbye.?*

In?nitives rarely follow prepositions directly, except in a few ?xed expressions like ?except
to? or ?but to.?

Using Gerunds and In?nitives as Subjects and Objects

Both gerunds and in?nitives can serve as subjects or objects, but the tone or meaning
might di?er slightly.

As Subjects

Gerund as subject:

*?Swimming is a good workout.?* (focus on the activity itself)

In?nitive as subject:

*?To swim every day is my goal.?* (emphasizes the intention or potential)

As Objects

Gerund as object:

*?She dislikes running late.?*

In?nitive as object:

*?He hopes to arrive on time.?*
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Some verbs prefer one form over the other, while others accept both with minimal
di?erence.

Tips for Mastering Gerunds and In?nitives

Learning the patterns of gerunds and in?nitives can be challenging, but the following
strategies can make it easier:

Memorize common verb patterns: Focus on which verbs are followed by

gerunds, which by in?nitives, and which by both. Making lists or ?ashcards can help.

Practice with real sentences: Reading and listening to native English materials
2.

helps internalize natural usage.

Pay attention to meaning changes: For verbs that accept both forms,

3.

understand how the meaning shifts with each choice.

Use prepositions as clues: If a verb follows a preposition, it?s almost always a
4,

gerund form.

Don?t overthink it: Sometimes, either form is acceptable, so focus on

5.

communication clarity rather than perfection.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
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Even advanced learners sometimes mix up gerunds and in?nitives. Here are some pitfalls

to watch for:

Using the in?nitive after verbs that require a gerund:

*Incorrect:* ?She enjoys to dance.?

*Correct:* ?She enjoys dancing.?

Using the gerund after verbs that take in?nitives:

*Incorrect:* ?He wants going home.?

*Correct:* ?He wants to go home.?

Confusing the meaning for verbs that accept both:

*Incorrect:* ?I stopped to smoke.? (if you mean you quit smoking)

*Correct:* ?| stopped smoking.?

Forgetting to use the gerund after prepositions:

*Incorrect:* ?She is good at to sing.?

*Correct:* ?She is good at singing.?

By being mindful of these common errors, your use of gerunds and in?nitives will become

more accurate and natural.

Exploring Gerunds and In?nitives in Context

Sometimes, it helps to see how gerunds and in?nitives work in longer sentences or

conversations. Consider this dialogue:

*Anna: ?1?m thinking about learning Spanish.?*
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*Ben: ?That sounds great! Do you plan to take classes or try self-study??*

*Anna: ?1?m considering enrolling in a course, but | want to practice speaking more.?*
In this example, gerunds and in?nitives naturally ?t into the ?ow of conversation, showing
preferences, intentions, and ongoing thoughts.

Using gerunds with prepositions like ?about? and in?nitives after verbs like ?plan? and
?want? illustrates their distinct roles.

Why Understanding Gerunds and In?nitives Matters

Mastering gerunds and in?nitives is not just about grammar rules; it?s about expressing
yourself clearly and ?uently. Knowing which form to use can:

Improve your writing style and sentence variety.

Help you understand native speakers better in conversation.

Avoid misunderstandings caused by incorrect verb forms.

Enhance your ability to describe actions, intentions, and feelings precisely.

Whether you?re preparing for exams, writing essays, or engaging in everyday chats, a
solid grasp of gerunds and in?nitives elevates your English pro?ciency.

By practicing regularly and exposing yourself to varied examples, you?Il soon ?nd that
choosing between a gerund and an in?nitive becomes second nature, enriching your
expression with nuance and clarity.

Question

Answer

What is a gerund?
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A gerund is the -ing form of a verb that functions as
a noun in a sentence.

What is an in?nitive?

An in?nitive is the base form of a verb usually
preceded by the word 'to," such as 'to eat' or 'to
run.'
When do we use a gerund instead

of an in?nitive?

We use a gerund after certain verbs (like enjoy,
avoid, consider), prepositions, and as the subject or
object of a sentence.

When do we use an in?nitive

instead of a gerund?

We use an in?nitive after certain verbs (like decide,
want, hope), adjectives, and to express purpose.
Can some verbs be followed by

both gerunds and in?nitives

without a change in meaning?

Yes, verbs like 'like," 'love,"' and 'start' can be

followed by either a gerund or an in?nitive without a

Vol. 2024, Issue 1
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signi?cant change in meaning.

Are there verbs that change

meaning depending on whether

they are followed by a gerund or

an in?nitive?

Yes, verbs like 'stop,’ 'remember," and 'forget’

change meaning depending on whether they are

followed by a gerund or an in?nitive.

Can gerunds be used after

prepositions?

Yes, gerunds are used after prepositions, for

example, 'She is good at swimming.'

Is it correct to use an in?nitive

after adjectives?

Yes, in?nitives often follow adjectives to explain a

reason or purpose, e.g., 'She is happy to help.'

How can | practice distinguishing

between gerunds and in?nitives?

You can practice by learning common verbs that are

followed by gerunds or in?nitives, doing exercises,

and reading examples in context to understand their

Vol. 2024, Issue 1
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usage.
Gerunds and In?nitives: Navigating the Complexities of English Verb Forms

gerunds and in?nitives represent two fundamental yet often confusing aspects
of

English grammar. Their proper usage is essential for clarity, ?uency, and precision in both
spoken and written communication. While seemingly simple verb forms, gerunds and
in?nitives carry nuanced di?erences that can alter the meaning of a sentence
signi?cantly. This article o?ers a comprehensive examination of gerunds and in?nitives,
exploring their functions, rules, and common challenges faced by learners and even
native speakers.

Understanding Gerunds and In?nitives

At its core, a gerund is a verb form ending in ?-ing? that functions as a noun within a
sentence. For example, in the sentence ?Swimming is fun,? the word ?swimming? acts as
a gerund and serves as the subject of the sentence. In contrast, an in?nitive is the base
form of a verb usually preceded by the particle ?to,? such as ?to swim.? In?nitives can
function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs, adding ?exibility to sentence construction.
These verbals?gerunds and in?nitives?are pivotal in English syntax, often appearing

after speci?c verbs, adjectives, or prepositions. The choice between using a gerund or an
in?nitive can change the grammatical structure and sometimes the meaning of a
sentence, making mastery over these forms crucial for e?ective communication.

Common Functions and Usage Patterns
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Gerunds as Nouns
Gerunds primarily serve as nouns, performing roles such as the subject, object, or
complement in a sentence:

Subject: ?Jogging improves cardiovascular health.?

Direct Object: ?She enjoys reading historical novels.?

2.

Object of a Preposition: ?He is interested in learning new languages.?
3.

Because gerunds act as nouns, they can be modi?ed by possessive adjectives ("her
singing was beautiful") or adjectives ("careful planning is essential”).

In?nitives as Versatile Verbals

In?nitives can function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs. Their versatility allows them to
express purpose, intention, or potential actions:

As anoun: ?To travel is my dream.?

As an adjective: ?She has a report to write.?

2.

As an adverb: ?He paused to think.?

3.
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Moreover, in?nitives often follow certain verbs (e.g., ?decide,? ?hope,? ?plan?) and
adjectives (e.g., ?happy to help,? ?easy to understand?).

Choosing Between Gerunds and In?nitives

One of the most challenging aspects of using gerunds and in?nitives is knowing when to
use each form correctly. The choice is often dictated by the preceding verb, phrase, or
context, and in some cases, the meaning shifts depending on the form used.

Verbs Followed by Gerunds

Certain verbs are typically followed by gerunds. These include verbs that describe
preferences, feelings, or habits:

Enjoy: ?1 enjoy cooking.?

Consider: ?They considered moving abroad.?

Suggest: ?She suggested meeting earlier.?

3.

Verbs Followed by In?nitives

Other verbs tend to be followed by in?nitives, often those indicating intentions, desires, or
plans:

Want: ?He wants to learn French.?

Hope: ?We hope to arrive on time.?
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Plan: ?They plan to start a business.?

3.

Verbs That Can Take Both, With a Meaning Change

Some verbs allow both gerunds and in?nitives but with subtle or signi?cant di?erences in
meaning:

Remember: ?I remember locking the door.? (I recall the past action) vs.
1.

?Remember to lock the door.? (Don?t forget to perform the action)

Stop: ?He stopped smoking.? (He quit the habit) vs. ?He stopped to smoke.?
(He

2.
paused another activity in order to smoke)

Try: ?Try restarting the computer.? (Experiment with restarting) vs. ?Try to
restart

the computer.? (Make an e?ort to restart)

Gerunds and In?nitives After Prepositions and Adjectives

Gerunds After Prepositions

A reliable rule in English grammar is that gerunds, not in?nitives, follow prepositions. This

includes prepositions like ?after,? ?before,? ?about,? ?of,? and ?in?:
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?She left after ?nishing her work.?

?He is good at drawing.?

?1?m interested in learning more.?

3.

In?nitives rarely follow prepositions, with a few exceptions such as ?to? when it functions
as part of the in?nitive itself.

In?nitives After Adjectives

In?nitives often follow adjectives to explain reasons or intentions, adding depth to the
descriptive element:

?1t?s di?cult to understand the instructions.?

?She was eager to participate.?

?They are happy to help.?

3.

This structure enhances clarity by explicitly linking the adjective to an action or state.
Common Mistakes and Challenges

English learners frequently struggle with gerunds and in?nitives, leading to errors that can

obscure meaning or reduce ?uency. Some typical pitfalls include:
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Incorrect verb form after certain verbs: For instance, saying ?She suggested to

meet? instead of ?She suggested meeting.?

Confusion after prepositions: Using in?nitives after prepositions, e.g.,

?interested to learn? instead of ?interested in learning.?

Misinterpretation of meaning: Using the wrong form that changes the intended
3.

meaning, as in ?stop to smoke? versus ?stop smoking.?

Addressing these errors requires familiarity with verb patterns and consistent practice.
Comparative Analysis: Gerunds vs. In?nitives in Context

Examining gerunds and in?nitives side-by-side reveals their distinct grammatical and
semantic roles:

Aspect

Gerund

In?nitive

Form

Verb + -ing (e.g., ?running?)

To + base verb (e.g., ?to run?)

Function
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Acts primarily as noun

Acts as noun, adjective, or
adverb

Typical Use After

Verbs

After verbs of liking/disliking,
suggestions, and prepositions
After verbs of intention, desire,
and adjectives

Meaning

Variations

Often implies general or completed

action
Often implies potential, future,

or intention

This comparison highlights the importance of context in deciding the appropriate form.

Integrating Gerunds and In?nitives for E?ective Communication

Vol. 2024, Issue 1

Mastering gerunds and in?nitives is not merely a grammatical exercise but a practical skill

that enhances nuance and precision in language use. Writers and speakers who
understand when to use gerunds or in?nitives can:

Convey subtle di?erences in meaning
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Express intentions, preferences, and habits clearly

Improve sentence variety and ?uidity

Avoid common grammatical errors that impede comprehension

4,

For professionals, educators, and language learners, consistent exposure and practice
with these verb forms are crucial. Resources such as corpus data and authentic language
examples can aid in internalizing patterns and exceptions.

The interplay between gerunds and in?nitives remains a vibrant area of study in English
linguistics, re?ecting the language's capacity for ?exibility and precision. As English
continues to evolve, so too does the understanding of how these verbals function within it,
underscoring their enduring relevance in mastering the language.

verb patterns, verb complements, gerund usage, in?nitive usage, verb + gerund, verb +

in?nitive, grammar rules, English grammar, verb forms, sentence structure



