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As1735 Australian Lift Code

AS1735 Australian Lift Code: Ensuring Safety and Compliance in Vertical Transportation
as1735 australian lift code is a fundamental standard that governs the design,
construction, installation, and maintenance of lifts across Australia. For anyone involved in
the vertical transportation industry?be it engineers, architects, building managers, or
safety inspectors?understanding the nuances of this code is essential. It serves as a
comprehensive framework that ensures lifts operate safely, reliably, and e?ciently while
complying with national regulations.

In this article, we?ll delve into what the AS1735 Australian lift code entails, why it matters,
how it has evolved over time, and practical tips for stakeholders to keep their lift systems
compliant and safe.

What is the AS1735 Australian Lift Code?

At its core, the AS1735 Australian lift code is a series of standards developed by
Standards Australia that sets out the technical and safety requirements for lifts and
escalators. It covers a wide range of lift types including passenger lifts, freight lifts,

service lifts, and even wheelchair lifts. The code is designed to protect both passengers
and maintenance personnel by minimizing risks associated with lift operation.

AS1735 is not just a single document but a collection of parts, each addressing speci?c

elements such as electrical requirements, mechanical safety, emergency communication,
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and testing procedures. The code is periodically reviewed and updated to accommodate
technological advancements and emerging safety concerns in the lift industry.

The Scope of AS1735

The AS1735 Australian lift code governs:

Design and construction standards for new lifts

Requirements for existing lift installations

Maintenance and inspection protocols

Safety mechanisms, including emergency brakes and doors

Operator and passenger safety guidelines

By adhering to these standards, building owners and lift manufacturers can ensure their
lifts meet legal and safety obligations under the Australian Building Code and workplace
health and safety regulations.

Why the AS1735 Australian Lift Code Matters

Lifts are an integral part of modern buildings, facilitating mobility and accessibility.
However, they also pose inherent risks if not properly designed, installed, or maintained.
The AS1735 code plays a crucial role in:

Enhancing Passenger Safety

One of the primary objectives of the AS1735 Australian lift code is to protect passengers
from accidents such as sudden falls, door entrapments, or electrical hazards. The code

speci?es rigorous safety checks and design features like overspeed governors, safety
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gears, and emergency alarm systems to prevent such incidents.

Ensuring Accessibility and Inclusivity

The code also ensures lifts accommodate people with disabilities, incorporating design
features like audible signals, Braille buttons, and appropriately sized cabins. This aligns
with Australia?s commitment to inclusivity and compliance with the Disability
Discrimination Act.

Supporting Regulatory Compliance

For building owners and managers, compliance with AS1735 is often legally mandated.
Non-compliance can result in hefty ?nes, legal liability, or insurance issues. Following the
code not only ensures safety but also smooth regulatory inspections and approvals.

Key Components of the AS1735 Australian Lift Code

Understanding the main components of this code helps stakeholders better implement its
requirements. Here are some of the vital aspects covered:

Structural and Mechanical Requirements

AS1735 speci?es materials, strength, and durability standards for lift components such as
the hoistway, cabin, doors, and safety gear. This ensures that lifts can withstand
operational stresses and environmental factors over time.

Electrical and Control Systems

The code outlines requirements for electrical wiring, control panels, emergency power
supplies, and alarm systems. These standards help prevent electrical failures and

enhance operational safety.
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Emergency and Safety Devices

From emergency communication systems to backup brakes and door sensors, the code
mandates multiple layers of safety to protect passengers in case of a malfunction or
power outage.

Testing and Maintenance Protocols

Regular testing and inspection are crucial. AS1735 provides guidelines on the frequency
and type of maintenance activities required to keep lifts in safe working order. This
includes load testing, brake checks, and safety gear inspections.

Recent Updates and Revisions in AS1735

The world of lift technology is constantly evolving, and the AS1735 Australian lift code
re?ects this through periodic updates. Some of the recent changes focus on:

Enhanced energy e?ciency measures for lifts

Integration of smart technologies for remote monitoring and diagnostics

Stricter requirements for ?re service lifts and evacuation protocols

Improved guidelines for accessibility features

Keeping up to date with the latest version of the code is critical for engineers and building
managers to remain compliant and leverage emerging innovations.

Practical Tips for Compliance with AS1735

Navigating the complexities of the AS1735 Australian lift code can be challenging. Here

are some practical tips to help ensure your lift systems meet the standard:
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Engage Quali?ed Professionals: Always work with certi?ed lift engineers and

inspectors who are familiar with AS1735 requirements.

Regularly Schedule Maintenance: Implement a proactive maintenance schedule

aligned with code recommendations to catch potential issues early.

Keep Detailed Records: Document all inspections, repairs, and upgrades to
3.

demonstrate compliance during audits.

Train Building Sta?: Ensure that operators and maintenance personnel are
4,

trained on the operational and safety aspects mandated by the code.

Stay Informed on Updates: Subscribe to Standards Australia or industry

S.

newsletters to receive noti?cations about code revisions.

Impact of AS1735 on Lift Design and Innovation

While the AS1735 Australian lift code primarily focuses on safety and compliance, it also
indirectly drives innovation within the industry. Manufacturers and designers often

develop new technologies to meet or exceed code requirements. For instance, the push

for energy e?ciency has led to regenerative drives and LED lighting in lift cabins.

Additionally, the code?s emphasis on accessibility has encouraged the integration of voice
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recognition and touchless controls, enhancing user experience for all passengers. The
AS1735 framework thus acts as both a regulatory guide and a catalyst for continuous
improvement in lift technology.

Understanding Your Responsibilities Under AS1735

Whether you?re a building owner, facility manager, or maintenance contractor, it?s
essential to recognize your role in upholding AS1735 standards. Building owners are
typically responsible for ensuring lifts are installed in accordance with the code and that
ongoing maintenance complies with the required schedules.

Maintenance contractors must perform thorough inspections and repairs that align with
AS1735 speci?cations. Failure to adhere can not only jeopardize safety but also lead to
legal consequences.

Hence, fostering clear communication between all parties involved in lift management
helps ensure the highest safety standards and regulatory compliance.

The AS1735 Australian lift code represents more than just a set of rules; it embodies
Australia?s commitment to safe, inclusive, and e?cient vertical transportation. By
understanding its scope and requirements, stakeholders can con?dently manage lift
systems that serve their buildings reliably while protecting the wellbeing of every
passenger.

Question

Answer
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What is AS1735 in the

context of Australian lift

codes?

AS1735 is the Australian Standard that speci?es the
safety requirements and design criteria for lifts
(elevators) in Australia, ensuring safe installation,
operation, and maintenance.

Who is responsible for

enforcing AS1735

compliance in Australia?

Compliance with AS1735 is enforced by state and
territory building regulatory authorities and workplace
safety agencies to ensure lifts meet safety and
operational standards.

Does AS1735 cover all

types of lifts in Australia?

AS1735 covers a wide range of lifts including passenger

lifts, goods lifts, and service lifts, but speci?c

requirements may vary depending on the lift type and

application.

How often is AS1735

Vol. 2022, Issue 1
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updated or revised?

AS1735 is periodically reviewed and updated to re?ect

advancements in technology, safety practices, and

regulatory changes; updates typically occur every few

years based on industry consultation.

What are some key safety

features mandated by

AS1735?

AS1735 mandates safety features such as emergency

communication systems, overload protection, door safety

mechanisms, emergency braking systems, and regular

maintenance protocols.

Is AS1735 mandatory for all

new lift installations in

Australia?

Yes, adherence to AS1735 is mandatory for all new lift

installations to ensure they meet the required safety and

performance standards as part of the building approval

process.

Can existing lifts be

Vol. 2022, Issue 1
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grandfathered under older

versions of AS1735?

Existing lifts may be allowed to operate under the

standards applicable at the time of installation, but major

upgrades or refurbishments typically require compliance

with the current AS1735 code.

Where can | access the full

text of AS1735 Australian

lift code?

The full AS1735 standard can be purchased and accessed

through Standards Australia or authorized distributors and

libraries that provide Australian Standards documents.

AS1735 Australian Lift Code: A Critical Examination of Standards and Safety in Vertical
Transportation

as1735 australian lift code represents a cornerstone in the regulation and
standardization of lifts (elevators) within Australia. This code governs the design,
installation, maintenance, and operation of lifts to ensure safety, reliability, and
accessibility across residential, commercial, and industrial buildings. As urban
development accelerates and high-rise constructions become more prevalent,
understanding the nuances of the AS1735 Australian lift code is essential for engineers,

architects, building managers, and regulatory authorities alike.
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Understanding AS1735: The Backbone of Australian Lift Safety

The AS1735 Australian lift code is a comprehensive set of technical standards developed
to regulate all aspects of lift safety and performance. Managed by Standards Australia,
this code encompasses a series of parts, each addressing speci?c facets of lift technology,
from mechanical design to electrical controls and emergency protocols.

Unlike many international standards, AS1735 re?ects the unique environmental,
architectural, and safety considerations inherent to Australia?s infrastructure. It aligns with
global best practices but also incorporates local adaptations, such as compliance with the
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) to ensure lift accessibility for people with disabilities.
Scope and Structure of AS1735

The AS1735 series is divided into multiple parts, each targeting a distinct area of lift
technology:

AS1735.1 ? General requirements for lifts.

AS1735.2 ? Passenger and goods lifts.

AS1735.3 ? Maintenance requirements.
3.
AS1735.4 ? Escalators and moving walks.

4.
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AS1735.5 ? Fire?ghters? lifts.

S.

AS1735.6 ? Inspection and testing.

6.

This modular approach allows stakeholders to focus on speci?c areas relevant to their
projects or responsibilities, ensuring clarity and precision in compliance.

AS1735 Australian Lift Code vs. International Standards

In the global landscape of lift standards, many countries adopt ISO or EN standards for
vertical transportation. However, the AS1735 Australian lift code stands out due to its
tailored approach.

While it shares similarities with the European EN 81 series and the American ASME A17.1
code, AS1735 places additional emphasis on:

Environmental factors unique to Australia, such as temperature extremes and

bush?re zones.

Accessibility requirements aligned with Australian legislation.

Speci?c maintenance and inspection protocols that re?ect local industry practices.
3.
This di?erentiation means that lifts designed strictly to international standards may

require modi?cations to meet AS1735 requirements, particularly in areas like emergency
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communication systems, door sensors, and ?re safety provisions.

Key Features of AS1735 Compliance

An in-depth look at the AS1735 Australian lift code reveals several critical features that
de?ne compliance and operational safety:

Safety Device Integration: The code mandates multiple redundant safety

devices, including overspeed governors, safety gears, and emergency brakes, to

minimize risk.

Regular Inspection and Testing: AS1735 prescribes scheduled inspections and
2.

tests, ensuring that all safety mechanisms function correctly over time.

Accessibility Standards: The code includes requirements for tactile buttons,
3.

audible signals, and cabin dimensions to accommodate persons with disabilities.

Fire Safety Considerations: Special provisions for ?re?ghting lifts and ?re-

4.

resistant materials are incorporated to enhance occupant safety during

emergencies.

Energy E?ciency: While primarily safety-focused, AS1735 encourages energy-

5.
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e?cient system designs, such as regenerative drives and LED lighting.
Maintenance and Inspection under the AS1735 Australian Lift

Code

Maintenance is a key pillar of the AS1735 framework. The code stipulates rigorous
maintenance schedules and requirements to prevent lift failures, which can be
catastrophic in high-occupancy environments.

Maintenance Protocols

Under AS1735.3, lift owners and operators are responsible for ensuring that quali?ed
personnel conduct regular maintenance:

Frequency: Routine checks are generally required monthly, with more
extensive

servicing annually.

Documentation: Maintenance activities must be documented and readily
available

for inspection by regulatory bodies.

Component Checks: Critical components including cables, control systems,
doors,

and safety devices are examined for wear or malfunction.

Failing to adhere to these protocols not only jeopardizes passenger safety but also
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exposes building owners to legal liabilities and insurance complications.

Impact on Building Design and Construction

Compliance with the AS1735 Australian lift code in?uences architectural design and
construction planning signi?cantly. Architects and engineers must incorporate lift shafts,
machine rooms, and control panels in accordance with the code?s spatial and safety
guidelines.

Design Considerations

The code a?ects several design elements:

Lift Capacity and Speed: Determined based on building occupancy and use,

ensuring e?cient vertical transportation without compromising safety.

Fire Resistance: Lift shafts and associated infrastructure must use ?re-rated

materials as speci?ed.

Emergency Access: Provisions for ?re?ghters? lifts and emergency evacuation
3.

routes are essential components.

Accessibility Features: Door widths, cabin sizes, and control layouts must
comply

4.

with AS1735 to meet accessibility mandates.



As1735 australian lift code File PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 1

These requirements often necessitate early coordination between lift specialists and
design teams to avoid costly post-construction modi?cations.

Challenges and Critiques Surrounding AS1735

While AS1735 is widely regarded as a robust and comprehensive code, it is not without
challenges. Industry professionals have noted several areas where the code could evolve:
Complexity and Interpretation

The technical nature of the AS1735 Australian lift code can pose di?culties for smaller
?rms or new entrants unfamiliar with its depth. Interpretation of certain clauses requires
expert judgment, which sometimes leads to inconsistent application.

Updating and Harmonization

Given rapid technological advances in lift systems, including smart controls and IoT
integration, the code must adapt swiftly. Stakeholders advocate for more frequent
revisions to keep pace with innovation while maintaining safety standards.

Cost Implications

Strict compliance, particularly with advanced safety and accessibility features, can
elevate initial project costs. This economic impact may deter some developers from fully
embracing the highest standards without regulatory enforcement.

The Future of Vertical Transport Regulation in Australia

As urban landscapes continue to expand vertically, the AS1735 Australian lift code will
play an increasingly pivotal role. Emerging trends such as destination control systems, Al-

based predictive maintenance, and enhanced energy e?ciency demand that standards
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evolve accordingly.
Stakeholders anticipate future revisions of AS1735 to incorporate:

Smatrt lift technologies and cybersecurity measures.

Greater emphasis on sustainability and environmental impact.

Enhanced user experience features for diverse populations.

Integration of these elements will require collaboration between standards bodies,
industry experts, and government agencies to balance innovation with safety and
accessibility.

The AS1735 Australian lift code remains a vital framework, shaping the safety and
functionality of vertical transportation throughout the country. Its comprehensive scope
ensures that lifts not only meet technical requirements but also serve the community?s
broader needs for safety, accessibility, and e?ciency. As the built environment evolves,
so too will the standards that govern the very systems moving millions of Australians
daily.

AS1735, Australian lift code, lift standards Australia, elevator regulations Australia,
AS1735 compliance, Australian elevator safety, lift design standards Australia, AS1735

requirements, Australian lift regulations, elevator code Australia
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