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Wits University Biographical Questionnaire
Introduction

The Wits University Biographical Questionnaire is an essential document used by the University of
the Witwatersrand (Wits) to gather comprehensive personal and academic information from
prospective and current students. This questionnaire plays a vital role in the university?s
administrative processes, student records management, and support services. It ensures that the
university has accurate and detailed information to facilitate effective communication, academic
planning, financial aid, and student welfare initiatives. Understanding the purpose, structure, and
significance of the biographical questionnaire is crucial for students aiming to navigate Wits
University's administrative procedures smoothly.

Purpose of the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire

The primary purpose of the biographical questionnaire is to collect detailed personal data about
students. This data supports various administrative and academic functions within the university,
including:

- Student Identification: Ensuring each student has a unique record to prevent duplication or
errors.

- Communication: Facilitating effective communication between the university and students
regarding academic programs, notices, and emergencies.

- Financial Aid and Scholarships: Determining eligibility based on personal and financial
background.

- Support Services: Identifying students who may require additional support, such as counseling
or disability services.

- Data Collection for Research and Planning: Assisting the university in institutional research,
planning, and policy development.

Who Should Complete the Questionnaire?

The biographical questionnaire is typically completed by:
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- Prospective Students: When applying for admission or scholarship programs.
- Registered Students: During registration periods or when updating personal information.
- Returning Students: To ensure their records are current before resuming studies.

It is crucial for students to complete the questionnaire accurately and truthfully, as the data provided
directly impacts their academic experience and administrative support.

Structure and Content of the Biographical Questionnaire

The Wits University biographical questionnaire is designed to be comprehensive yet user-friendly. It
generally covers several key sections:

Personal Details
This section gathers fundamental personal information, including:
- Full names (first, middle, last)
- Date of birth
- Gender
- Nationality
- Identity document or passport number
- Marital status
Contact Information
Details that enable the university to contact the student:
- Residential address
- Postal address (if different)
- Phone numbers (mobile and landline)
- Email addresses
Academic Background
Information related to the student's previous education:

- Schools attended
- Qualifications obtained
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- Academic transcripts or certificates
- Details of any prior university or college studies

Financial and Sponsorship Details
Data used to assess financial aid eligibility:
- Employment status
- Income details
- Sponsorship or bursary information
- Family income and household details
Disability and Special Needs
To provide necessary support services:
- Disability status
- Type of disability or special needs
- Required accommodations
Emergency Contact Details
For safety and emergency purposes:
- Name of emergency contact person
- Relationship to the student
- Contact phone numbers

- Alternative contact details

Importance of Accurate Data Entry
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Providing precise and up-to-date information on the biographical questionnaire is vital. Errors or

omissions can lead to:

- Delays in processing applications or registration.
- Misinformation affecting financial aid decisions.
- Inability to reach students in emergencies.
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- Challenges in providing appropriate support services.

Students are advised to double-check all entries before submission and retain copies of the
completed form for their records.

Submission Process
The Wits University biographical questionnaire can be submitted through various channels,

depending on the student's status:

- Online Submission: Via the official Wits University student portal or application system.

- In-Person Submission: At designated administrative offices during registration periods.

- Mail or Email: As directed by the university's admissions or student services departments.
It is important to adhere to deadlines to ensure timely processing and avoid registration delays.
Data Privacy and Confidentiality
Wits University emphasizes the confidentiality of student data collected through the biographical
guestionnaire. The university complies with relevant data protection laws and policies, ensuring that
personal information is securely stored and used solely for legitimate administrative and academic
purposes. Students should feel assured that their data will not be disclosed unauthorizedly.
Updating Personal Information
Students are responsible for updating their biographical data regularly, especially when there are

changes such as:

- Change of address or contact details
- Change in financial status
- Personal circumstances affecting registration
Updating information ensures ongoing communication and access to support services.

Common Challenges and Tips for Completing the Questionnaire

Students may face challenges when filling out the biographical questionnaire. To mitigate these,
consider the following tips:
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- Read Instructions Carefully: Ensure understanding of each section before entering data.

- Use Accurate Documents: Refer to official identification and academic records for precise
information.

- Seek Assistance if Needed: Contact student support services or administrative staff for
clarification.

- Keep Records: Save copies of the completed questionnaire and any confirmation slips.

- Verify All Entries: Double-check all information for accuracy before submission.

Conclusion

The Wits University Biographical Questionnaire is a crucial document that underpins many aspects
of a student's academic journey at Wits. Its proper completion fosters effective communication,
supports administrative efficiency, and ensures students receive the necessary support services. By
understanding its purpose, structure, and importance, students can navigate the process
confidently, ensuring their personal and academic needs are adequately met throughout their time
at Wits University. Remember, accurate and timely submission of the biographical questionnaire is
not just a bureaucratic step but a foundational element of a successful academic experience.

Wits University Biographical Questionnaire: An In-Depth Review

The Wits University Biographical Questionnaire is a pivotal component of the university?s
admissions and registration process, serving as a comprehensive tool for capturing essential
personal and academic information from prospective and current students. Designed to streamline
administrative procedures and facilitate personalized support, this questionnaire plays a vital role in
ensuring that Wits University maintains accurate student records, assesses student needs, and
enhances its overall service delivery. This review aims to explore the questionnaire?s structure,
functionality, benefits, limitations, and practical implications for students and administrative staff
alike.

Introduction to the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire

The biographical questionnaire at Wits University is a standardized form that students are required
to complete during the application or registration phases. It gathers a wide range of data, including
personal details, contact information, academic history, socio-economic background, and other
relevant demographic information. This data collection allows the university to create detailed
student profiles, which are crucial for academic planning, resource allocation, and student support
services.

The guestionnaire has evolved over the years to incorporate digital interfaces, making it more
accessible and user-friendly. The online version, often integrated into the university?s student portal,
facilitates seamless submission and data management. The importance of this document cannot be
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overstated, as it influences various aspects of student life, from financial aid eligibility to academic
advising.

Purpose and Importance of the Biographical Questionnaire

Academic and Administrative Functions

- Student Profiling: Creates a comprehensive profile for each student, enabling personalized
academic advising.

- Resource Planning: Assists the university in planning facilities, courses, and support services
based on demographic data.

- Financial Aid and Scholarships: Determines eligibility for bursaries and scholarships by
assessing socio-economic background.

- Compliance and Reporting: Ensures the university complies with government and accreditation
bodies? reporting requirements.

Student Support and Engagement

- Targeted Support: Allows student services to identify students who may require additional
support, such as counseling or financial aid.

- Community Building: Facilitates the development of student communities and networks based
on shared backgrounds or interests.

- Monitoring Diversity: Helps track institutional diversity initiatives and monitor progress toward
inclusivity goals.

Features of the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire

The questionnaire boasts several notable features designed to optimize data collection and
usability:

- Digital Accessibility: Hosted on the university?s online portal, allowing students to complete the
form remotely at their convenience.

- User-Friendly Interface: Clear prompts and organized sections facilitate easy navigation and
completion.

- Progress Saving: Ability to save progress and return later, reducing frustration and incomplete
submissions.

- Data Validation: Built-in checks to ensure data accuracy and completeness before submission.

- Multilingual Support: Available in multiple languages to accommodate diverse student
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populations.

Structure and Content of the Questionnaire
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The questionnaire typically comprises several sections, each capturing specific categories of

information:
Personal Details
- Full name, date of birth, gender
- Identity document numbers (e.g., passport, ID)
- Contact information (phone number, email address)
- Residential address
Academic Background
- Previous qualifications and institutions attended
- Academic transcripts and results
- Details of any special academic programs or achievements
Socio-Economic and Demographic Information
- Income level and employment status of parents/guardians
- Ethnicity and language preferences
- Disability status or special needs
Financial Aid and Support
- Bursary and scholarship applications
- Details about sponsorships or funding sources
Additional Information
- Extracurricular activities

- Health conditions or medical considerations
- Emergency contact details
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This comprehensive structure ensures that Wits University can gather all necessary information to
support student success effectively.

Benefits of the Biographical Questionnaire

Implementing a thorough biographical questionnaire offers numerous advantages for both students
and the institution:

- Enhanced Data Accuracy: Digital forms reduce manual data entry errors and facilitate real-time
validation.

- Streamlined Admissions Process: Automates data collection, reducing processing time and
administrative workload.

- Personalized Student Services: Enables tailored support based on individual student profiles.

- Improved Decision-Making: Provides administrators with valuable insights into student
demographics and needs.

- Inclusivity and Diversity Monitoring: Tracks progress toward diversity goals and informs policy
adjustments.

Limitations and Challenges

Despite its benefits, the questionnaire is not without challenges:

- Data Privacy Concerns: Sensitive personal information requires robust security measures;
breaches could compromise student privacy.

- Accessibility Issues: Students from rural or under-resourced backgrounds may face difficulties
accessing or completing the online form.

- Incomplete or Inaccurate Data: Some students may provide false or incomplete information,
impacting data integrity.

- Language Barriers: Despite multilingual options, some students may still find the questionnaire
challenging if not adequately supported.

- Technical Glitches: System errors or downtime can hinder timely submission and processing.

Best Practices for Completing the Questionnaire

For students, understanding how to approach the biographical questionnaire can make the process
smoother:

- Prepare Necessary Documents: Have copies of identification, academic transcripts, and
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financial documents ready.

- Read Instructions Carefully: Pay attention to prompts and required fields to ensure
completeness.

- Use Supported Devices and Browsers: Opt for updated browsers and devices to minimize
technical issues.

- Seek Assistance if Needed: Contact student support services or visit campus help desks if
facing difficulties.

- Review Data Before Submission: Double-check all entries for accuracy and completeness.

Impact on Student Experience and Institutional Effectiveness

The biographical questionnaire significantly influences the student journey at Wits University.
Accurate and comprehensive data collection fosters a more inclusive and responsive academic
environment. It enables the university to allocate resources efficiently, develop targeted support
programs, and monitor its progress toward diversity and inclusion objectives. For students, it
translates into more personalized services, better academic advising, and improved access to
financial aid.

From an institutional perspective, the questionnaire informs strategic planning, policy formulation,
and compliance efforts. Its digital integration aligns with modern higher education trends
emphasizing data-driven decision-making and technological innovation.

Conclusion

The Wits University Biographical Questionnaire is an essential tool that underpins many facets of
university life, from admissions to student support and institutional planning. Its well-structured
design, digital accessibility, and comprehensive content enable Wits to foster a diverse, inclusive,
and efficiently managed academic community. While challenges such as data privacy and
accessibility need continuous attention, the overall benefits far outweigh the limitations. For
students, completing the questionnaire is not just a bureaucratic step but a gateway to personalized
support and successful academic engagement. As Wits University continues to evolve its data
collection practices, the biographical questionnaire will remain a cornerstone of its commitment to
excellence and inclusivity in higher education.

Note: Always ensure your data is accurate and complete when filling out the biographical
guestionnaire to facilitate a smooth academic journey.

QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire? The
Wits University Biographical Questionnaire is designed to gather detailed personal, academic, and
background information from applicants to assist in the admissions and selection process. How can |
access the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire online? You can access the questionnaire
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through the official Wits University admissions portal or the specific application platform provided
during the application process. What information is typically required in the Wits University
Biographical Questionnaire? The questionnaire generally requires personal details, academic
history, extracurricular activities, relevant achievements, and sometimes a personal statement or
motivation. Is the Wits University Biographical Questionnaire mandatory for all applicants? Yes,
completing the biographical questionnaire is usually a mandatory part of the application process for
prospective students at Wits University. How do | ensure that my responses in the Wits University
Biographical Questionnaire are accurate? To ensure accuracy, carefully review all your details
before submitting, and provide truthful information supported by your academic records and
personal documentation. What should | do if | encounter technical issues while filling out the Wits
University Biographical Questionnaire? If you experience technical problems, contact the Wits
University admissions support or IT helpdesk promptly for assistance and guidance on how to
resolve the issue.

Related keywords: Wits University, biographical questionnaire, student registration, academic
records, university application, student information form, Wits student portal, personal data
collection, enrollment process, university forms

Wits Closing Date For Applications 2015

Understanding the Wits Closing Date for Applications 2015

wits closing date for applications 2015 was a critical deadline for prospective students aiming to
enroll at the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits University) in South Africa for the 2015 academic
year. Meeting this deadline was essential to ensure your application was considered for admission
into the programs of your choice. Failing to submit your application by the specified closing date
could have meant missing out on an opportunity to study at one of South Africa?s leading
institutions. This article provides comprehensive information about the application timelines,
important dates, and tips for prospective students aiming to apply to Wits University in 2015.

Wits University: An Overview

Wits University, located in Johannesburg, is renowned for its academic excellence, research output,
and vibrant campus life. It offers a wide range of undergraduate, postgraduate, and research
programs across disciplines such as health sciences, engineering, humanities, commerce, law, and
science. As a highly sought-after institution, understanding the application process and deadlines is
vital for prospective students.
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Key Dates and Deadlines for Wits Applications 2015
Application Opening Date

In 2014, Wits University typically opened its application process around April or May for the next
academic year. For 2015, the application window likely opened in mid-2014, allowing prospective
students to start submitting their applications.

Wits Closing Date for Applications 2015

The official closing date for Wits University applications in 2015 was generally around September
30, 2014. However, specific programs, especially competitive or limited-entry courses, often had
earlier closing dates or required additional documentation. It was crucial to verify the precise
deadline for your chosen program.

Late Application Policy

While the primary deadline was September 30, 2014, Wits University sometimes allowed late
applications with a late application fee. Prospective students needing to apply after the deadline
were advised to contact the admissions office directly or visit the university?s official website for
updates on late application procedures.

Why Is the Wits Closing Date Important?

Adhering to application deadlines is critical because:

- Ensures Consideration: Applications submitted after the deadline might not be considered for
the 2015 intake.

- Allows Adequate Processing: Early submission provides ample time for application review,
verification, and communication.

- Prevents Disqualification: Missing the deadline could mean losing the opportunity to study at
Wits for that academic year.

- Enables Financial Aid Planning: Deadlines often coincide with scholarship or bursary application
deadlines.

How to Prepare for the Wits Application Process in 2015
1. Gather Necessary Documentation

Before applying, gather all required documents, including:
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- Certified copies of academic transcripts

- South African identity document or passport

- Proof of English language proficiency (if applicable)
- Motivation letter or personal statement

- Reference letters (if required)

- Application fee payment receipt

2. Complete the Application Form Accurately

Ensure all information provided is correct and complete. Inaccurate or incomplete applications could
be delayed or rejected.

3. Submit Before the Deadline

Aim to submit your application at least a few weeks before the closing date to account for any
technical issues or delays.

4. Pay Application Fees Promptly

Most applications required a fee payment, which should be done according to instructions provided
on the official application portal.

Important Tips for Prospective Wits Applicants 2015

- Start Early: Don?t wait until the last minute; start preparing your application materials early.

- Check Program-Specific Dates: Some programs might have different closing dates or additional
requirements.

- Follow Up: Confirm receipt of your application and check for any additional steps required.

- Monitor the Official Website: Wits University?s official website provides updates, FAQs, and
contact information for the admissions office.

- Prepare for Entrance Exams or Interviews: Some programs may require entrance exams or
interviews; prepare accordingly.

Common Questions About Wits Closing Dates 2015
Q1: Was the application deadline the same for all programs in 20157

No, some competitive or limited-entry programs, such as medicine, dentistry, or law, often had
earlier closing dates or additional application steps.
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Q2: Could I still apply after the deadline?

Late applications might be accepted with a late fee, but this was at the discretion of the admissions
office and not guaranteed. It?s best to apply before the deadline.

Q3: What happens if I miss the Wits application deadline for 20157

Missing the deadline typically meant you would have to wait until the next application cycle or
consider alternative institutions or programs.

Conclusion: Planning Ahead for Future Applications

While this article focuses on the Wits closing date for applications 2015, the importance of timely
application submission remains consistent across years. Prospective students should always check
the official Wits University admissions webpage for the most current deadlines and requirements for
each academic cycle. Planning ahead and adhering to deadlines ensures your application is
considered, increasing your chances of securing a place at one of South Africa?s premier
universities.

Additional Resources and Contact Information

For more detailed information or specific queries related to the 2015 application process, applicants
could contact Wits University Admissions Office or visit the official website:

- Wits University Official Website: [https://www.wits.ac.za](https://www.wits.ac.za)
- Admissions Contact Email: [email protected]
- Phone Number: +27 11 717 1888

Staying informed and prepared is key to a successful application process. Remember to mark the
application deadline and submit your materials well in advance to avoid last-minute issues.

Note: Since the exact official closing date for Wits applications in 2015 may vary depending on the
program and faculty, prospective students are advised to verify specific deadlines directly through
Wits University?s official channels or their program-specific admissions pages.

Wits Closing Date for Applications 2015: What Prospective Students Need to Know
The Wits University closing date for applications in 2015 marks a critical deadline for prospective

students eager to secure their spots at one of South Africa?s most prestigious institutions.
Understanding the application timeline is essential for applicants aiming to meet all necessary
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requirements and maximize their chances of admission. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the Wits application process for 2015, including key dates, procedures, and tips to
ensure your application stands out.

Understanding the Significance of the Wits Closing Date for Applications 2015

The closing date is not merely a deadline to submit forms; it is a pivotal point that determines your
eligibility to be considered for admission in the upcoming academic year. Missing this deadline can
mean delayed entry, missed opportunities, or even the need to reapply for the following year. For
2015, Wits University set specific dates that applicants should adhere to, emphasizing the
importance of timely submissions.

The university's competitive admissions process necessitates early preparation and meticulous
attention to deadlines. As applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis, submitting
early can also improve your chances of securing a place, especially in popular programs.

Wits University Application Timeline for 2015
Key Dates for 2015 Applications
While the specific dates may vary slightly depending on the program or level of study, the general

timeline for Wits applications in 2015 was as follows:

- Application Opening Date: Early April 2014

- Application Closing Date: 30 September 2014 (for most undergraduate programs)

- Late Applications: Accepted until 31 October 2014 (with additional late application fee)
- Notification of Admission Status: From December 2014 onwards

- Registration Period: January 2015

It is crucial for applicants to submit their applications before the official closing date to avoid
disqualification or delays. The university encourages early submissions, especially for popular
faculties such as Commerce, Law, Engineering, and Health Sciences.

How to Apply to Wits University in 2015

Step-by-Step Application Process

Applying to Wits in 2015 involved several steps designed to streamline the process and ensure all
applicants provide necessary information:
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- Research Your Program:
Before applying, ensure you meet the admission requirements for your chosen course. Check the
specific prerequisites, such as matriculation exemption, subject combinations, and minimum scores.

- Create an Online Profile:
Visit the official Wits application portal and register by creating a user account. This allows you to
track your application status and receive updates.

- Complete the Application Form:
Fill in accurate personal details, academic history, and program preferences. Be thorough to avoid
delays caused by incomplete or incorrect information.

- Upload Supporting Documents:
These typically include:

- Certified copies of academic transcripts and certificates

- Identity document or passport

- Proof of payment of application fee (if applicable)

- Pay the Application Fee:
For 2015, the application fee was generally around R150-R250, payable via electronic transfer or at
designated banks.

- Submit and Confirm:

After completing all steps, submit your application and verify its receipt through your online account.

- Follow Up:
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Regularly check your email and Wits portal for updates or additional requirements, such as
interviews or supplementary tests.

Important Considerations for 2015 Applicants

Early Preparation Is Key

- Start Early: Don?t wait until the last minute. Begin gathering documents and completing your
application several months before the deadline.

- Meet All Requirements: Failure to meet minimum admission criteria can result in automatic
rejection, regardless of application submission timing.

- Application Fees: Ensure you have funds ready to pay the application fee, as late payments
may result in invalid applications.

Special Cases and Additional Requirements

- International Students: Often require additional documentation, such as proof of English
proficiency or student visas.

- Late Applications: Wits accepted late applications until October 31, 2014, but these were subject
to review and possible extra fees. Priority was given to early applicants.

Consequences of Missing the 2015 Application Deadline
Missing the application deadline could have several repercussions:
- Delayed Admission: You may have to wait until the next academic cycle, losing a year of study.
- Limited Program Choices: Some competitive programs may fill quickly, reducing your chances
of acceptance.
- Additional Costs: Late applications often involve extra fees and administrative processing times.
- Missed Opportunities: Scholarship applications and bursaries often have early deadlines aligned

with the application period.

Therefore, applicants are advised to plan ahead and aim to submit their applications well before the
deadline.

Tips for a Successful Application

To maximize your chances of acceptance at Wits University in 2015, consider the following tips:
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- Double-Check Requirements: Ensure all minimum entry criteria and supporting documents are
in order.

- Apply Early: Submit your application as soon as the portal opens in April, avoiding last-minute
rushes.

- Seek Assistance: Contact university admissions or guidance counselors if you encounter
difficulties.

- Prepare for Interviews or Tests: Some programs may require interviews or entrance exams;
prepare accordingly.

- Stay Informed: Regularly check Wits? official communication channels for updates or changes
to application procedures.

Conclusion: Marking the 2015 Application Deadline

Wits University's application closing date for 2015 was a pivotal point for prospective students.
Adhering to this deadline was essential for securing admission to one of South Africa?s top
universities. The process, while straightforward, required careful planning, timely documentation,
and early submission. By understanding the timeline and following best practices, applicants could
optimize their chances of starting their academic journey at Wits in 2015.

As the university continues to evolve its application procedures, prospective students are
encouraged to stay informed and plan well in advance. For 2015, meeting the Wits application
deadline was not just about submission; it was about taking a decisive step towards achieving
educational and career aspirations.

QuestionAnswer What was the closing date for WITS University applications in 2015? The
closing date for WITS University applications in 2015 was typically around September 30, 2014, but
applicants were advised to check the official university website for specific program deadlines. Did
WITS University offer late application submissions in 2015? WITS University generally did not
accept late applications in 2015; applicants were encouraged to submit their applications before the
official closing date. How can | verify the application closing date for WITS University in 2015? You
can verify the 2015 application closing date by checking archived versions of the WITS University
admissions webpage or contacting the admissions office directly. Were there different closing dates
for undergraduate and postgraduate applications at WITS in 2015? Yes, undergraduate and
postgraduate applications often had different closing dates, with undergraduate applications typically
closing earlier, around September 2014, and some postgraduate applications closing later. What
documents were required to apply to WITS University before the 2015 closing date? Applicants
needed to submit completed application forms, academic transcripts, identification documents, and
sometimes standardized test scores before the closing date. Did WITS University have an online
application process in 2015, and what was the deadline? Yes, WITS University offered an online
application process in 2015, with the deadline usually around September 30, 2014, for most
programs. Were there any exceptions to the 2015 application closing date at WITS University?
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Exceptions were rare; applicants were advised to contact the admissions office directly if they
required special consideration or had extenuating circumstances. How can | find out about
application deadlines for future years at WITS University? Future application deadlines can be found
on the official WITS University website or by subscribing to their admissions newsletter for updates.

Related keywords: Wits University application deadline 2015, Wits closing date 2015, Wits
application deadline 2015, Wits admissions deadline 2015, Wits registration closing date 2015, Wits
university application closing date 2015, Wits application period 2015, Wits undergraduate
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